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The Backhand


Spring 2005                         The Newsletter of Worcester Lawn Tennis Club





ROLL ON SUMMER


Over the past few weeks the tennis courts have been used in every weather condition imaginable. There has been wind, rain, sleet, snow and occasionally some sunshine. The enthusiasm of tennis players never ceases to amaze  which makes others think they must be mad! Tennis in the winter…outdoors!





I regularly thought this of my wife as she scraped the snow off the car to go and play in a match somewhere.





Up until last year my sport was distance running and after training for, and completing a marathon in under 3 ½, hours I decided to take up a much more social sport so I joined the Tennis club. Worried about my lack of talent I went to play on a social Saturday and was made to feel very welcome and was given plenty of encouragement. I think this is why Worcester Lawn Tennis Club is so popular. I have made some good friends and improved my game no end without the feeling of being pressured off the court because I was not good enough.





I attended the AGM last November and volunteered to take on the role of hon. Secretary from Pete Mynette. Tony Hughes took over the role of Chairman from Dominic Tunnel and Stephan Work replaced David Rose as Membership Secretary.





So many changes meant that there was going to be some teething problems as the new membership year begins. Hopefully everything is now in place and we can look forward to another prosperous year at the club.





Our new committee is as follows


President			Ray Needham


Chairman			Tony Hughes


Secretary			Phil Hawkins


Treasurer			Geoff Lee


Membership Secretary		Stephan Work


Minutes Secretary		Chloe Mills


Bar / Grounds			Brian Fieldhouse


Mens Captain			Chris Hughes


Ladies Captain			By committee


Mixed Captain			Bev Hawkins


Mens fixtures			Rick Knowles


Ladies fixtures			Jan Mason


Club Coaches			Jonathan Bradshaw


				Nick Aylett


General Committee members:


Steve Hollinshead, Yusef Masih, Sally Kelly and Tony Mann.


Chloe Mills is the Child Protection Officer (CPO) at the club and the Lawn Tennis Association CPO policy is displayed in the clubhouse.


Phil Hawkins Hon. Sec.





FLOODLIGHTS
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The present situation with regards to the lighting is that the ground works have been completed and the cables have been laid from the road into the clubhouse which is what the brick building is at the back of the clubhouse. It was agreed by the committee not to rush into spending the thousands of pounds required to rig the lights up until the end of the summer as we would be able to keep the funds in our account longer. It has not been finalised who is going to fit the lights as yet and there is some concern that the cost may be greater than first thought. However Geoff Lee (treasurer) assures us that we are in good shape financially and we are looking forward to promoting the club locally ahead of the two planned open days. All being well there will be lighting in place for the remaining three courts by the end of the summer. We will keep you posted.





PARENTS


In the interest of safety when your child/children attend the club for coaching, the coaching team will need two contact numbers in case of any accident or emergency. There will be a form to be completed which will be held by the coach. This is for the safety of the children on site and the club urges that it is kept current so update the form as necessary please.





Worcester LTA club development


The future of our tennis club is in the hands of junior players and the need for Worcester to become accredited at mini tennis is paramount. The club and coaching staff are planning to become accredited within 6 months and the aim is to encourage juniors to represent the club at county level. This, together with a school outreach programme (working with a local school), is our main development plans this year.
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