Worcester Lawn Tennis Club: Ladder Rules

1. The ladder is made up of a number of divisions.
2. Each division consists of 6 Players.  
3. Each Player plays in 4 (doubles) matches.  There are 6 matches in each “round”.
4. Each round is played over two or three months:
· March & April, May & June, July – September, October & November, December – February.
· The first round will be played 1st April 2011 – 26th June 2011.
5. All 6 matches must be played within the period allotted.
6. Matches don’t have to be played in any particular order.
7. Each match must end in a result – no tied matches.
8. Each match is played as the best of 3 sets.  Tie-breaks as normal.
9. Three points are awarded for a win, the losers get one point.
10. A Player’s position in the division is based on points awarded.   Average number of games per match is used when players have the same number of points.
11. It is suggested that matches are played on Monday evenings or Sundays – just a suggestion!
12. The first named player in each match has the responsibility of:
· Arranging the date and time of the match with the other players.
· Contacting the other players in the match to check they are OK to play on the match day.
· Organising balls.
· Keeping score and checking the final score with the other players.
· Submitting the score after the match (see below)
13. Scores should be left in the clubhouse – by the notice-board, on a Ladder Match Result form.
14. An updated position for each division will normally be put up in the club house on Sundays.  The overall ladder is also available on the WorcesterLTC.co.uk website.
15. There is one Ladder for all players – Men and Ladies.
16.  All players must be 18 or over.
17. The Ladder is open to all members, and non-members who are currently receiving individual or group coaching at the club.
18. Off-peak and Non-Members can play their first round free of charge.  After that normal fees apply.
19. At the end of each round, the top 2 Players are promoted, the bottom 2 Players are relegated.  Harsh, but it ensures a dynamic and ever-changing Ladder. 
20. Failure to turn up to a match means you take on the responsibility for rearranging.  If the match can’t be rearranged, the opposition are deemed to have won 6-0 6-0.  Two no-shows in a round results in being dropped from the ladder onto the waiting list.
21. Each year, trophies are awarded:
· To the player who has the highest average games score.
· To the player who has moved furthest up the ladder.
22. Players can only join the Ladder at the start of each round.  Only full divisions of 6 players can be added at any one time – so there may be a wait.
23. To enter, put your details onto the Ladder Joiners’ sheet: Name, Phone number, email and estimate of starting position (Beginner, Improver, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert) – don’t be modest or too ambitious!
24. Please refer to the club rules for which games take priority (eg: Club matches, social tournaments, etc).
25. Winners buy the losers a drink after the match (suggestion).
... And of course the Ladder organiser’s decision is final.
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